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y/ "You have back with you ‘for this issue the reguler Editor of the Record & 
Chronicle. He knows you enjoyed as he did the last three issues which. were so well 
edited by Mrs. Olive Fischer, the hospital artist and photographer, Brother Hansson, 
Director of Physical Medicine (Please note the change in the name of this depart- 
ment from Physical Therapy. We are certainly going high tone), and lirs, Glee He 
Dervend, Director of Social Service, respectively. A comment the Editor would like 
to make is that the picture of the Director which Dr. Hansson put in his issue 
probably had a larger circulation than the F. B..I. pictures of Dillinger, Two- | 
gun Crovley and Pretty Boy Floyd. ‘In fairness to the artist, Olive Fischer, we 
must say that she did the best that could be done with the “material” she had to 
work with. ‘We must also say that we believe that Dr. Hansson had this picture 
printed with the kindést’ of intentions but it has produced unexpected results in 
bringing to you new8 from some of our members with the Armed Forces. In order to 
make our point, permit us to digress for a moment, ‘fe have had to use various 
methods at times to ‘gather news for you which we thought might be of interest. At 
times it has been necessary to use methods of a threatening and libelous nature. 
More than @ year ago ve tried to get some word from Lt. Col. "Little Joe" Shaeffer, 
with no results. At that time, Joe was stationed in Palm Springs, Cal. ‘We fabri- 
cated the story that Joe was probably spending so much time on the beach at Palm 
Springs with the Hollywood | bathing beauties that he did not have time to write. 
This brought a prompt denial from Joe and some news along with it. 


With this preface, we quote from a letter which the Editor has more recent~ 
ly received from Joe from Hammond General Hospital, Modesto, Cal., dated March llth. 
He writes, "Just reread the latest R. & Ce. and the second look at the free hand 
drawing is just too much, and admitting my fear I promptly write. You have sure 
grown stern or the artist had it in‘for. yous I would sue someone, Seriously, I 
have received regularly and devoured every issue*and wish to encourage the editorial 
staff to continue, the good work. Let me reassure you and all there I am of the 
opinion. that though | you'don’t hear too regularly from your’lost &Bheep, all thorough- 
ly enjoy. the R. & C. and its news items of home and the whereabouts and doings of 
old friends. Ye who fight the battles of the Zone of the Interior réalize that the 
communications from the T.0.S. are of greater interest, that all of us are doing 
essentially the same thing, receiving the unfinished product from all areas and try- 
ing to put the final repair touches as best we can. For myself I am busy and the 
days are full and long. ‘We aré a Surgical Hospital and a Neurosurgical Center. 

Our bed capacity increases constantly and we are driving daily to make room for 
more.” 


Te. sincerely feb that the picture of the Editor may have the same fear- 
ful ‘effect on some of you as it did on Joe and that we will hear from mony more of 
you, for the benefit and enjoyment of all of you. Of course, you fellows that are 
overseas” may be forgiven for not writing recently since from all reports maybe you 
are trying to keep up with the front line which would leave no time for writing. 


“20 


Colonel Russell H. Patterson writes the Record & Chronicle under date of — 
March 20th as follows: "On a recent visit in consultation to Stockton, Cal. I was 
having luncheon in the Stockton Hotel with some officers when Mrs, E. ‘l, Finucane 
came up and spoke to me. She had along with her two fine little boys, six and nine 
years of age. The hospital staff may remember her as Ruth Single as she was one of 
our best nurses several years ago. She wanted to know about everyone at the hospi- 
tal. I gave her a report that was very up to date and told her that I would write 
you and ask you if you could send a copy of the Record & Chronicle to her, (We 
shall be very glad to do s0, Colonel Patterson.) I appreciate the copies of your 
paper. They mean a great deal to those away from home. ‘Today’I° got orders to go 
dorm-and replace Bradley Coley as Consulting Surgeon in the Bighth Service Commnd. 
Bradley, they say, is going overseas, Why they don’t keep him-there and send younger 
men like mé overseas I don't know.” .  — Ve have learned that Bradley will be 
travelling weste ' < ‘ 4 i siae 


We i, learned that Lt. Col, Tommy Thompson expected to be sent overseas | 
and practically had his orders signed and delivered, but as a good man was needed. 
at Camp Butner, N.C., Tommy ves sent there instead. He writes briefly, "Things are 
really. humming doitm here and it ‘Looks as though we are going to be a real medical. 
center if only for trench feet. Tyo to three thousand cases have been admitted here 
since February lst and we expect 2,500 more in the next tro weeks. ‘te have 500 beds . 
assigned to surgery and most of the operative stuff so far has been orthopaedic. “It 
looks very much as though there were going to be plenty of vorke I have about 15 or 
20 consultations a day which alone are enough to keep me occupied.” 


lliss Holihan in the Private 0. Re repats hearing through Dr. Rovenstine . 
that Capt. Burstein who is still in England has been promoted to the rank of Major. 
Congratulations, Major Burstein. An article appeared in a recent copy of the Nev, 
York Herald Tribune giving an account of the work that Lejor Divight Harken of 
Boston who is with the 160th General Hospital has been doing in, removing bullets | 
from the heart muscle, It gives a. glowing account of how well Najor Harken has been 
assisted by the type of anesthesia given by the then Captain now Major Burstein. | 


Commander Arthur E. Knapp, USNR was. in for a visit on March 20th. He is 
now stationed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard HOAPrhAe in charge of the Eye BRAY SSG 

We were very pleased to have with us cid a. three. months training period 
Misses Helen Colvin, Mery Carcelli, Irene Delaney; Senior Cadets who came from Ste. 
Mary's Hospital, Rochester, New Yorke They finished their course on March 31st. 


Miss Adele Bruce, Head Nurse on the Children's Ward, 6B, formerly Ward 9, 
has left to join the Nursing Corps, of the Navye Miss Betty Cornell, Generel Duty 
Nurse on Ward.3D, formerly Ward 1, and Miss Lillian VanValkenburgh, General Duty 
Nurse. on. Ward 4A, formerly ‘lard.7, have left to join. the Army Nursing Corps. ‘They 
will be greatly missed by us but will give splendid service to the Armed Forces. 


é The personnel problem is ‘continually with us. In 1944, 440 people left our 
employ. and 404 new people were engaged. At times it appears that verious departments 
of the hospital vill break dotm because of lack of manpower, but it also appears 
that some supernatural power looks over and protects us for just as we about get 36. 
this.point, manpover appears. One of our most..recent problems has been that of ob- 
taining laundry personnel; and if it were not for the help of lady volunteers, our 
nurses and doctors would have no clean uniforms to weare Special credit must go to — 
these ladies for hand ironing in the sneary is. by, no means a, BAIT OE SPRSD ROE Ys 
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Te are ‘giateety indebted to iia John ‘Tenbyek who cames on Hodis evening bringing 
‘vith Wer Miss Joyce Clerk, Iiiss Sally Dickson, Miss Carolyn Phillips, Miss Margaret 
Gleeson. On ednesday night liiss Ruth ‘Yaldo brings with her iliss B. larie ‘alter, 
sehe Betnerene Redlien, liiss Ruth E. Hertzler. 


' This same guardian angel returned to us for a brief period William 
Phillips, one of our former cooks, who was discharged from the Army about a year 
ago and then enlisted in the lierchant Marine. He had a six weeks furlough and 
wanted to keep busy so he came to us for employment for this period. At the time 
we had our full complement of cooks, Never having had the opportunity, heretofore, 
to horde labor, our conscience permitted us to employ him, The day before he was 
to ‘report to work, our old standby, John Strasde took sick and had to be hogpital- 
ized. Our’ second cook -mlked out just before supper ves prepared, leaving the en= 
tire ‘preparation to the third cook and the assistant dietitian. “Ye were thankful . 
again to Divine Providence for sending us Bill, who has promised to give us an 
account off his experiences while in the lMerchant Marines He was aboard one of the 
transports off the Normandy beachhead on D Day. ‘We hope to report some of his ex- 
periences in the next issue, 


Dr. Fenwick Beekman’s’ second son Gerard is now on the high seas. He is 
@ First Lieutenant in the Army Chaplains’ Corps. 


The suspicions of our house detective vere aroused because one of the 
cleaning women left each evening with substantial increase in her waist measurement 
even with rationing and the shortage of food. Upon being searched one evening, it 
was found that she had under her clothes 4 bath towels, 6 dish towels, 1 sheet and 
1 pillow case. If things had kept up at that rate, we would be suffering from a 
more acute linen shortage than ve ere at present, with very little possibility of 
replacing the loss. 


Ye have working for us a Fred Allen as painter and an Edger Bergen as 
elevator operators alt we need nov is a Charlie licCarthy, 


Lt. Dorothy Eck one of ‘our former nurses, writes from Camp Pickett, Va. 
"The status of our hospital here has changed from a stetion to a general. About six 
weeks ago we possessed a meager 150 patients and 29 nurses. Since then our nursing 
personnel has increased to nearly 100 and our patients to about 2,000. I never 
thought it possible to do the amount of work I have been doing or work the hours I 
have. For five weeks we worked 12-15 hours a day and 7 days a week - no half days 
or anything. Now that things are fairly settled, it is pleasing to sit back and 
marvel at the results. For one week I worked in the O.R. but was needed on @ wards 
Now I have my own ward of 33 patients. Over half sre in skeletal tractions and the 
rest in casts. I have ® great deal of administrative work to do. I have my kitchen 
help, corps boy, civilian help and two prisoners of war to supervise plus scads of 
paper work. Having P.e‘y.'s work on a ward is nev. They have the menial tasks to do, 
They don't speak English and I don’t speak German. Rether an odd and confusing 
situation but all is going well. They do work hard and understand if you show them 
what you want done.” Lt. Gck tells of a visit to Valley Forge Hospital where she 
saw Capt. Graham. She states that he is nov Chief of the Orthopaedic Service. 


There is a story going around the hospitale=the exact facts we have been 
unable to confirme-but the report is that Maharajah Waknitz, formerly Fiji Fritz,’ 
is accumulating furniture for his office when he returns to civilian practice. It 
seems that he made such @ hit with the Queen of the Fiji Islands that her Majesty 
directed her most. skilled artisans to mke Fritz a desk out of some of the most 
exotic woods of the island. Loraine, not having room for additional furniture in 


~4- 


her present apartment, had it brought on from the Pacific Coast and sent to Dorothy ° 
Wefers’ in Crestwood, ‘then the desk arrived it was found to be so big that it 
could not be gotten into the house.so at present it:is.residing in the garage until 
the Wefers can alter their doorway, tear ,out a side, of their home or find a place 
for it with 6 bigger entrance. 


Beau Brummell Breuning, after considerable practice, has learned a new 
knot for a. foureinehand tie which he can now tie with dexterity. He gives the 
secret away free with every antrum that he washes. . Unfortunately for the. patient, ©: 
however, it takes, about three antrum washes before one is able to mster the com= 
ae renee of the PRARAONES « for ‘ e “red oad? ry ty Tee 2° 
Penicillin Ghih basen tenting WAS ot oda pictues a peer ull by the ver 
Production Board can now be purchased in any drug store at a substantial reduction 
in the price. We will. probably. see. advertising very. soon in every subway and =). 
street car for penicillin chewing gum, toothpaste, mouth wash, etc. In facty one} 
of the papers has printed the news that British scientists are now working on 
putting.the wonder drug in lipsticks after the war. The: paper goes on to comment : 
that the microbes causing throat and nose infections would be auton oad y killeds: 
Kissing will be more sanitary but just as smeary, boys. 


News has come to.us that Dr. Isabel Bittinger Ball gave birth to her 
second daughter at Johns Hopkins University Hospital on March 19th, 


Lt. Col. Jack Sullivan writes us from Ft.,George Wright, Wesh. as followss 
"Since the first of the year I have been. travelling considerably as my territory 
for the surgical consulting has been changed, to the entire Pacific Coast area. Our 
larger Air Force hospitals have been very busy during. the past few months end it: 
seems probably that they will be very busy. for. months. to come.” He writes in 
reference to our efforts to collect stamps,for the wounded, that.although they do. 
not have stamp collecting as an organized activity for the patients they de en=. 
courage it. He states that it is e very satisfactory hobby and a very effective 
means of keeping.a convalescent patient interested and amused. .He, thinks our came 
peign for stamps is a very excellent idea.and. he sincerely hopes that we will keep 
on with it. He adds, "Give my best to everyone at the Re. & C. and allow me to tell 
Jan again how much I.enjoy the Record and Chronicle,* 


"Top Billings", the newspaper of Billings General Hospdtaly. Ft. Benjamin 
eta prisons Ind.,, has. come to our. desk. showing a.fine picture of Lt. Col. Ke Ae. » «— 
- Fischer, head ofthe orthopaedic section at that hospital, It speaks very highly - 
of the work which is being done at the hospital which has become an orthopaedic 
specialty center and has won recognition for outstanding work in. osteomyelitis and 
reconstructive bone surgery. In giving Lt. Col. Fischer's biography: it mentions 

nig former connection with The Hospital for, Special, Surgery. 


Freddie vomSaal, our Scientific Editor, is finally reporting ‘on the March 
meeting of the Clinical Society which was turned over to the G U Department. Ton _ 
Morrissey made some very pertinent remarks on post-operative bladder distention and 
expressed the opinion that the condition was all too common and that. a lot of sub- 
sequent difficulties were caused by ajlowing the bladder to become over distended. 
The paper caused considerable discussion and Dr. Taylor expressed the opposite Bt 
opinion, namely that he believed the patient should not be catheterizéd early but 
should be allowed to go along until he became uncomfortable and was obviously dis~ 
tended. There were also case presentations, by Dr. Morrissey and Dr. Makowski who 
showed interesting cases of hernia of the bladder and hypernephroma with metastases, 
The meeting was concluded by 4 very interesting talk, by Mr, Franz Weissblatt,. Correse 
pondent, wounded and captured on Bataan and interned in a jap prison camp. He was 


f in the spectacular Ranger Raid which, preceded the fall of Manila. Mr. Weiss 
niet is now in the hosHital for the treatment he did not receive from the japs. 


